STAGE 5

GR 222 - STAGE 5

CAIMARI — LLUC

DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE
Your route starts out from the
viewing point at Rotes de Caimari, through a landscape
remarkable for the existence of
the terraces of olive trees that
cover the lower slopes of the
Puig de n’Escuder and Puig de
sa Creu mountains.

Of the fifth and last stage of the Artà-Lluc Route
(GR 222), at present it is only possible to cover the
section from the viewing point at Rotes de Caimari
to Lluc Monastery. This route enablers the hiker to
become acquainted with Mallorca’s main Pilgrims’
Way, and imbibe the religious sensations and legendary ambience that surround it.
It takes you through outstanding scenery, among
holm oak woods and dry stone terraces, fascinating from an ethnological point of
view, typical of a time that is becoming more and more distant.

ROUTE STATISTICS
Starting point: Mirador de ses Rotes de Caimari viewpoint, road Ma-2130 (213 m)
Finishing point: Santuario de Lluc (475m)
Time required: 2 h 05 min

Difficulty of the terrain:

1

Total ascent: 467 m

Orientation en route:

1

Total descent: 192 m

Difficulty of the ground surface: 2
2
Effort required:

Distance: 8.122 m
Type of route: point to point

The path takes you into the
Sierra de Tramuntana, and
after nearing the course of the
Ses Mosqueres stream, you
then cross the road and climb
Camí Vell de Lluc
up the gradual steps of the
Costa Llarga path. A few metres past the houses of Son Canta, the Old Way to Lluc goes
straight on, but you turn off to the left onto a path that runs parallel to the road, so you do
not have to walk along it.
You will soon reach the recreation area of Sa Coveta Negra, and after crossing beneath the
road, you will be in the comellar, or gully, of the same name, on common land.
Go past a path that turns off to your left and walk on up a very steep forest trail until after
crossing a slight ridge you come to the Old Way to Lluc, which you follow to your left.
This stretch, called sa Llengonissa, is cobbled and takes us as far as Bretxa Vella, a magnificent viewing point over the mountains and the plain of Mallorca.
Carry on along the same path past the site of the buildings of Guix, unfortunately replaced
by a modern construction, until you get to the pass known as Coll de sa Batalla and the
road to Lluc.
Walk on past the Pont (bridge) des Guix and the area of the petrol station; then you will
come to the Es Guix housing development, where you continue until the end of the street
on your right. This is where the publicly owned estate begins and the path will lead you
easily to the estate buildings and the refuge.
From the garden at the back of the buildings you can see the cobbled path that goes down
to Lluc. Cross over a forest trail a little further on and you will at once go past the Lluc
watermill.
When you reach the road, cross over to walk on the pavement on the other side. A hundred
metres further on is the end of the Route, Lluc Monastery.
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PLACES OF INTEREST

3. La Filosa de la Mare de Déu

1. Rotes de Caimari

According to the legend, the Virgin Mary used to spin thread here and whenever she heard
anyone approaching she would hide in the nearby caves; one day she left her spindle behind, and when she came back it had turned into this boulder.

The origin of such an exceptional place goes back to the establishment of common land
proceeding from the disentailment of church lands that took place in the first half of the
19th century. The ensuing division of the land into smallholdings and the work to prepare
the mountain sides for agriculture undertaken by the local people led to the creation of all
the terraces, walls, huts and paths, which were officially declared to be of Cultural Interest
in 2009.

2. Puig de n’Escuder
Legend would have it that there used to be a fortress at the top of this mountain, 573 metres, where the last rebel Moors took refuge. Amet, a young Saracen shepherd christened
Lluc, came across them on his way back from the market in Inca. He fled from them and hid
in a cave. He was spotted by the Moors from the top of the mountain, so they let down one
of their number inside a huge earthenware jar at the end of a rope. The jar hit the rocks and
broke, killing its occupant. The corpse of the unfortunate warrior fell just outside the cave
where Amet was hiding. “Are you all right?” asked the others from above. “Yes, I’m fine.
Come on down.” replied the shepherd boy pretending to be his would be attacker. One by
one they all went down, with the same result as the first.

4. Camí Vell de Lluc
The Old Path to Lluc is Mallorca’s main
Pilgrims’ Way. It dates back to the 13th
century and its historical importance stems
from the fact that it leads to the main spiritual centre on the island: Lluc Monastery.
The records show that this village existed
back in the 17th century, its origins having
their roots in the settlement of the cottages
that the labourers on the great estates in
the area built. Far from the main roads, it
has little more than a thousand inhabitants
and comprises a small built-up centre,
widely dispersed houses, and a church dating from the 18th century.
Sa Costa Llarga

5. The Bretxa Vella and the
Salt de la Bella Dona
La Bretxa Vella is a narrow pass that was
blasted open when the new path was built
between 1705 and 1714. A hundred or so
metres below was the dangerous Pas des
Grau, where the path climbed over the crag
in a series of sharp bends. This spot known
as the Bretxa Nova, on the route of the
present day road, is the site of the miracle
of the Salt de la Bella Dona.
The legend relates that a man, thinking that
his wife had betrayed him, threw her into
the abyss. On his arrival at the church in
Lluc, he found her praying at the altar. The
Virgin Mary had saved her from a terrible
death.
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El Puig de n’Escuder

Rotes de Caimari

La Bretxa Vella

STAGE 5
6. Son Amer

9. Es Porxets

This estate, which formerly was called Puig
Ferrer, has been owned the Consell de Mallorca since 1999. At the top of the 545
metres hill there is an amazing view of the
valley of Lluc from the site of the estate
buildings, which have been converted into
a refuge, where you can have dinner and
stay the night with a prior booking. On the
estate there are numerous remains of the
activity of charcoal burners, as well as various springs: Font de Puig Ferrer, which
drives the mill at Lluc, Font de Son Amer
which makes the watermill at Son Amer
work, and Font de s’Ermita, which is close
to the building used by the hermits of Sant
Pere and Sant Pau.

This structure takes up almost the
whole of the eastern side of Plaça dels
Pelegrins, and was built to provide
accommodation to the pilgrims arriving
at the monastery. It is rectangular with
a gable roof. The run of the roof on the
western side has two storeys: one can
get to the upper part via two carved
stone staircases and a corridor supported by stone piers. The construction
dates back to the 18th century and to
finance it the choir school used the
money donated by the faithful.

Es Porxets

10. Monastery of Lluc

7. Creu de Ca s’Amitger
This is a reproduction of the cross (the
Les casas de Son Amer
original is in the Museum of Lluc) which
was formerly sited at Ca s’Amitger and which was moved to the square of the pilgrims
when the estate was requisitioned by the State, in 1906. The original cross is Gothic in style,
and on its capital can be seen the coat of arms of the King, of the University and of the general Gregori Sallambé. The medallion depicts the Annunciation on one side and, on the
other side, the Death of the Virgin Mary

8. Creu des Barracar
Located outside Ca s’Amitger, this cross is one of
the wayside medallions dotted along the Camí Vell
de Lluc to accompany the pilgrims on the climb up
to the sanctuary.

We know that by the middle of the
13th century there was a chapel at Lluc
where the Virgin Mary was worshipped. Over time this devotion grew
until the shrine became the most important on the island. Construction
started on the present day church, in
the form of a basilica, in 1622 and was
completed in 1724; the work was carried out to the orders of the master
craftsman and sculptor, Jaume Blanquer, who also created the retable
behind the high altar.
The church’s architectural features date
from different periods as can be seen in
the vaulting, carried out in the time of
Bishop Campins (1909 – 1914). In the
chapel behind the high altar, is the
shrine where the figure of the Virgin
Mary is displayed. This probably dates
back to the 15th century and is visited
by thousands of pilgrims every year.

Its original site was at the Barracar inn. Renaissance in style, this limestone cross retains some
Gothic features, and consists of a circular base
with three steps, and an octagonal post with a
square plinth, while the cross itself is decorated
with depictions of the Adoration of the Magi and
Christ’s Ascension.
Creu des Barracar

Basilica de Lluc
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